


A Winning Program

Warm Up America! is a 501C3 charitable organization made up
of volunteers across the country who knit and crochet handmade
afghans and clothing for those in need. Whether they work
alone or in groups with friends, family members, or co-workers,

participants share a heightened sense of community spirit.

Warm Up America! distributes hundreds of thousands

of afghans each year to: American Red Cross Chapters +
Children’s Hospitals + Women's Shelters + Hospitals and
Hospices + Veterans' Homes + Homeless Shelters + Social
Services Agencies + Nursing Homes + AIDS Facilities + and

other charities

History

Warm Up America! was started in the early 1990s when Evie
Rosen had the idea to donate colorful, patchwork afghans to
homeless shelters. She gathered friends and customers in her
yarn shop in Wausau, Wisconsin to knit and crochet 7" by 9"
sections and asked others to join the pieces together.

Within a year, a thousand volunteers had joined Evie's group
and word spread to other states. By 1995, the program was an
overwhelming success and Evie turned to the Craft Yarn Council
of America, the yarn industry’s trade association, for assistance.
In 2002, Warm Up America! was incorporated as a 501C3
charitable foundation. Monetary donations are tax deductible.
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Foundation encourages volunteers to
make Friendship Shawls--knitted or
crocheted wraps that provide comfort
and warmth. They can be made for a

friend, family member or a stranger

and donated locally or through Warm
Up America to nursing homes, hospitals and shelters. Visit:

www.FriendshipShawl.org for more details and free patterns.

Partnerships

Since its inception, the Foundation has formed partnerships
to meet the increased demand for afghans and to respond to
special charitable initiatives.

RONALD MCDONALD CHARITIES

The Warm Up America! Foundation is a partner with Ronald
McDonald House Charities (RMHC), supporting its highly
acclaimed Ronald McDonald House program that provides a
“home away from home” for families of seriously ill children. The
Foundation maintains contact with individual houses around the
country and provides afghans and clothing when needed.

PAST PARTNERSHIPS: SAVE THE CHILDREN

Caps to the Capital: Knitters and Crocheters for Newborns
The Warm Up America! Foundation, dedicated to providing
warmth for those in need, worked with the global humanitarian
organization, Save the Children, to rally knitters and crocheters
around the country. The result of its six-month partnership:
285,000 caps were created and ultimately delivered and
distributed through Save the Children health facilities in
Bangladesh and Malawi.

Targeted Campaigns

From time to time, Warm Up America! calls on its volunteers to
assist in special campaigns. Whether it is to provide comfort and
warmth for Katrina families or those devastated by fire, Warm
Up America! volunteers answer the call.
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Use the shaded area as a template for your 7" x 9" afghan rectangles.

Children and Community Service

The Warm Up America! Foundation strongly promotes
community service among young people, from grammar school
students to high school age. Involvement in Warm Up America!
fosters interest in community service, while children and teens
learn skills that will last a lifetime. At the Foundations web

site www.WarmUpAmerica.org, there is a special section for
teachers and childcare professionals. At this site, there is helpful
information about teaching knitting and crochet to children and
introducing Warm Up America to the classroom.

Patterns and Assembly Tips

Gather a group of friends or co-workers and use the user-
friendly instructions on the back cover to begin your afghan.
There is also a handy chart, which tells you how many sections
you need to complete afghans of various sizes. If you prefer

to make an entire afghan, you can use any design and size.
Measure your section often using the handy shaded 7" by

9” template on this page. We recommend using acrylic yarn
because it is machine washable and dryable but any easy-care
fiber can be used. Don't forget to weave in yarn ends as you
complete a section. It saves assembly time later,. ———>



